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NEW MILFORD -- Voters approved a $21.96 million sewer plant expansion and upgrade project Tuesday with a vote of 772-244. 

Voter turnout was 5.58 percent.

"I'm pleased with the results," said Mayor Pat Murphy. "I'm pleased that people were reading the information on the project in the local papers and realized the financial savings that the town can see in doing the project at this time."

The project will expand capacity at the plant from 1 million gallons per day to 2 million gallons. It will also upgrade the treatment facility.

The state Department of Environmental Protection has advised the town it needs this upgrade to comply with environmental standards.

The project had been projected to cost $29.6 million, but a slow economy that has stalled construction proved beneficial to the town when bids came in well below that figure in June.

The bid will be awarded to Carlin Construction and Contracting of Waterford, which bid $21.96 million. That bid is good until Sept. 2.

In addition to saving almost $8 million on the projected price, the town will receive some 22 percent of the cost in federal stimulus grants and be eligible for 2 percent interest loans from the state Department of Environmental Protection for the remainder of the cost, according to project engineer Steve Seigal of Wethersfield.

The grants and loans can also be used for reimbursement of another $9.5 million in project fees, including $2.45 million the town paid for the design.

Not only does the town benefit from the economic downturn and stimulus money, it will not have to pay back anything on the loans until a year after the completion date, Murphy said.

Construction is expected to take between 27 and 30 months.

"With this project we're in a better position in regards to our quality of life," Murphy said. "We're in a better position to protect our aquifers and the river. 

"The plant will be more energy efficient. And we will be able to handle the waste for all the properties that are now being (sewer) benefit assessed but are not hooked into the sewer system yet."
