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A Big Day For New Milford 

By: Scott Benjamin 

Municipal and state officials tossed ceremonial shovels of dirt this week outside the New Milford wastewater treatment plant, which is about to undergo a $30 million renovation that will be partly financed through state and federal funds and will protect the environment and boost economic development.

"When I saw that the federal stimulus money was going to possibly be available, I submitted two pages of projects, including this one, and sent it to everybody who could possibly help us," Mayor Patricia Murphy said in an interview following the 20-minute groundbreaking ceremony Tuesday at the wastewater treatment facility on West Street.  She has said that New Milford went from about 40th on the list of municipalities seeking Clean Water Funds for projects to the top few within a year and a half.
Sewer Commission alternate Anne Cutter has said that, partly as a result of money from the $787 billion economic stimulus package that President Barack Obama signed in February, the state Clean Water Fund would provide $6.6 million for the project, with the remaining $23.4 million coming in a loan with an interest rate of just 2 percent.   Voters approved the project at referendum Aug. 18 by 772 to 244 votes.


State Rep. Clark Chapin (R-New Milford), who started his public service career as a member of the Sewer Commission some years ago, said that, as has been the case with other sewer projects, the town will provide money up front, which will be paid back through user fees, making the costs revenue-neutral to the general taxpayers.  "When I ask people in my district if the [federal] stimulus dollars have made a difference in your life in any way, I usually get a blank stare," said state Sen. Andrew Roraback (R-Goshen), who represents New Milford and 14 other municipalities.  "This is the one time when I can definitely say that the stimulus dollars made a difference," he said. "And it was because your mayor was first in line with a well-developed and thought-out plan."


The low bid for construction from Carlin Contracting in Waterford came in this spring at $21,780,000, nearly $8 million less than the anticipated price tag of $29,700,000 that was presented by the Sewer Commission and its design consultant Steve Siegel to the Town Council during its progress report April 27.


Ms. Murphy thanked Frank Bidetti, the current chairman of the Sewer Commission, and his two immediate predecessors, John Heaton and Bill Johnson, for keeping the issue at the "forefront" for more than a decade.  "A renovated water treatment plant isn't at the top of everybody's mind when they get up in the morning," she said.  She also praised Rowland Denny, a senior engineer with the state Department of Environmental Protection, who provided significant input on the renovations, which will be the first to the facility in 22 years.


Mr. Johnson said in an interview that the plan would help reduce nitrogen in the system and provide sewer capacity for commercial businesses that wanted to locate along Route 7.
The project, which is to be completed in about two-and-a-half years, would include, among other things, an upgrade to the biofilter and the sludge storage tank, new pumping stations and a new secondary clarifier.


Municipal consultant Steve Siegel of Camp Dresser & McKee Inc., which has an office in Wethersfield, has told the Town Council that the current flow of 729,000 gallons a day, which increases to 867,000 gallons per day during the wet weather periods, would go up to an estimated 1,930,000 gallons per day at the West Street facility within 20 years, partly because of anticipated commercial development in New Milford.


Economic Development Commission Chairman Frank Wargo said earlier this summer that the additional sewer capacity would allow the town to increase its commercial grand list, which currently generates 30 percent of the overall tax revenue.  "Businesses interested in New Milford are going to want to know that there will be enough sewer capacity for them," Ms. Murphy said in an interview.

Mr. Johnson, who had served on the Sewer Commission for 13 years, said the pipes for the sewer system along the southern corridor of Route 7, near Brookfield, were installed some years ago in anticipation of renovations to the system and also so the improvements to the existing Route 7, which began in September 2002, would not have to be torn apart to install those pipes. 
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